EDUCAUSE NEWS

EDUCAUSE Award Winners for 2008

EDUCAUSE has announced the recip-
ients of its three 2008 awards. Winners
will be honored during the annual con-
ference, October 28-31, in Orlando.
The award program is sponsored by
SunGard Higher Education, An EDU-
CAUSE Platinum Partner.

Leadership

The highest recognition that EDU-
CAUSE gives to individuals is its Lead-
ership Award. This year the associa-
tion is presenting this award to Joel L.
Hartman, vice provost of information
technologies and resources at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida.

Hartman has not only played a criti-
cal role in advancing the University
of Central Florida’s (UCF) innovative
uses of technology, he has helped
shape the impact of key technology
organizations and been a mentor to
many aspiring IT leaders. He has been
a consultant to both public and pri-
vate sector organizations, and has been
active in the development of statewide
education and research networks in
Illinois and Florida. He has served on
numerous state, regional, and national
IT committees in areas including public
broadcasting, distributed learning, and
networking.

As CIO at UCF, Hartman’s divi-
sion—comprising Computer Services
& Telecommunications, the Library,
the Office of Instructional Resources,
the Center for Distributed Learning,
Course Development and Web Services,
and the Research Initiative for Teaching
Effectiveness—successfully supports
campus-wide technology, technology-
enhanced learning, and the scholar-
ship of teaching and learning. Over the
past decade, UCF’s distributed learn-
ing program, Online@UCEF, has been
internationally recognized as one of
the premier initiatives of its kind, with
models and lessons learned being dis-
seminated through extensive presenta-
tions, publications, and site visits, both
nationally and internationally.

Hartman has published and spoken
extensively, most notably on bridging
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technology, teaching, and learning.
The ECAR research bulletin Blended
Learning that he co-authored is one of
the most extensively accessed online
resources in ECAR history.

During Hartman'’s term as CIO, UCF
has been recognized by many organiza-
tions for its integration of technology
into the learning enterprise, having
received, among other recognitions,
the American Productivity and Qual-
ity Center award, the American Dis-
tance Learning Association award for
Distance Learning Program Excellence,
the Sloan-C Outstanding Individual in
Distance Learning award, the Sloan-C
award for Online Teaching and Learn-
ing Faculty Development, and the
EDUCAUSE Teaching and Learning
Award.

2008 EDUCAUSE Catalyst
Award

The EDUCAUSE Catalyst Award rec-
ognizes innovations and initiatives
centered on information technologies
that provide groundbreaking solutions
to major challenges in higher educa-
tion, or that change prevailing condi-
tions in remarkable ways so as to allow
new solutions to be developed and
deployed. This year’s Catalyst Award
recipient is the Regional Networks,
an essential part of the collaborative
dynamics that created the Internet.

Evolving from and supporting higher
education consortia with roots in
supercomputing research centers, the
Regional Networks were able to solve
formidable technical problems and cre-
ate critical interoperability standards,
develop and share organizational mod-
els, evangelize for new applications,
and bring together diverse academic
and corporate entities in a trusted net-
work environment that had not existed
before.

The Regional Networks formed an
essential link in an unprecedented part-
nership that included the federal gov-
ernment’s National Science Foundation
Network (NSFNET), emerging campus
networks, supercomputing centers at

research institutions, and commercial
network providers that were created
to manage a nascent national back-
bone. These organizational players,
in turn, followed the lead of the pre-
decessor Advanced Research Projects
Agency Network (ARPANET) of the
U.S. Department of Defense. A proj-
ect that had its roots in basic science
and military research blossomed into
a world-wide knowledge tool and eco-
nomic engine.

The Regional Networks and their
visionary pioneers shaped a concept
into reality with government and cor-
porate entities that ultimately ben-
efited institutions of all types, sizes,
and missions. Few enterprises in history
have depended on such broad, deep,
and sustained collaboration. Without
the direct and catalytic impact of the
Regional Networks, neither higher edu-
cation nor the global information web
could have been transformed as quickly
and from the forms they were just two
decades ago.

2008 EQ Contribution of
the Year Award

This year's EDUCAUSE Quarterly
Contribution of the Year Award goes
to an article by Michael J. Albright,
associate professor and director of
online learning at Dakota Wesleyan
University, and John Nworie, lead
educational technology designer at
Kent State University. Their winning
article, "Rethinking Academic Technol-
ogy Leadership in an Era of Change,”
points out that the senior academic
technology officer (SATO) is integral
to leading efforts in directing instruc-
tional technology adoption, organiza-
tion of service and support, administra-
tion of the support unit, management
of resources, and integration of the
teaching and learning process in higher
education—yet few campuses have an
SATO in place. The article appeared
in EQ, Volume 31, Number 1, 2008,
pp. 14-23, http://connect.educause
.edu/Library/EDUCAUSE+Quarterly/
RethinkingAcademicTechnol/46027.



Also in the
News

New Research Study on
Cyberinfrastructure
EDUCAUSE announces a new research
study from the EDUCAUSE Center for
Applied Research (ECAR): Higher Education
IT and Cyberinfrastructure: Integrating Tech-
nologies for Scholarship. Written by Mark C.
Sheehan, the study explores higher
education’s involvement in five
areas of research-related information tech-
nologies: high-performance computing
resources, cyberinfrastructure applica-
tions and tools, data storage and man-
agement resources, advanced network
infrastructure resources, and resources
for collaboration within virtual com-
munities. Because of the critical impor-
tance of this topic, the study report is
available without charge at http://
connect.educause.edu/Library/ECAR/
HigherEducationITandCyber/46577.

Oblinger Article Published
by Becta

EDUCAUSE President Diana G.
Oblinger’s article, “Growing Up with
Google,” has been published in Becta’s
Emerging Technologies for Learning, vol. 3.
Becta is a leading government agency
for information and communications tech-
nology in education, covering the United
Kingdom. Download the article at http://
connect.educause.edu/Library/Abstract/
Emergingtechnologiesforle/46525.

ELI Releases Three New 7
Things Briefs

The EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative
(ELI) has released three new briefs in the
7 Things You Should Know About... series.
The 7 Things You Should Know About Second
Life examines how Second Life lets edu-
cators easily build and modify learning
spaces to test how different strategies for

a physical space affect learning, and how
a similar approach can be taken toward
educational activities in those spaces. The
7 Things You Should Know About Multi-Touch
Interfaces addresses how multi-touch inter-
faces and supporting applications offer
diverse ways of visualizing information
to improve understanding, as well as facil-
itating new ways to foster collaborative
creation, permitting several users to work
simultaneously on a single screen. Finally,
The 7 Things You Should Know About Ning
examines how Ning allows instructors to
use social networks in a neutral setting to
help facilitate a strong sense of community
among students and encourage personal
interactions that can lead to the creation
of new knowledge. Access these three
briefs on the web at http://www.educause
.edu/7ThingsYouShouldKnowAbout
Series/7495.

EDUCAUSE Website Upgrade
In early June, EDUCAUSE completed
a website infrastructure upgrade that
will provide and maintain better con-
tent delivery services for its members.
Learn more at http://www.educause
.edu/AboutEDUCAUSE/EDUCAUSEweb
siteupgradeJune2008/121481.

Ryland Fellowship
Application Deadline

The application deadline for Jane N.
Ryland Fellowships is November 3, 2008.
This EDUCAUSE grant program was estab-
lished to recognize a combination of past
achievement, personal and institutional
commitment, potential benefit, and finan-
cial need. Applicants may serve their insti-
tutions in any information technology
management area: central IT organizations,
academic units, or administrative depart-
ments. Recipients receive grants supporting
attendance at a 2009 EDUCAUSE event.
View more information and access the
application form at http://www.educause
.edu/fellow/.

EQ Thanks Departing Editorial Committee Members

EDUCAUSE extends its sincere thanks to departing committee members Timothy
Chester (Pepperdine University), who served as chair in 2008; Wayne A. Brown
(Johnson County Community College); Catherine Finnegan (Board of Regents of the
University System of Georgia); James A. Jorstad (University of Wisconsin-La Crosse);

and AJ Kelton (Montclair State University).
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Information for Contributers
EDUCAUSE Quarterly publishes articles about
managing and using information technology and
electronic information resources in higher education.
Contributions are reviewed by an editorial committee
and articles are referenced in several indexing and ab-
stracting services, including Current Index to Journals
in Higher Education (ERIC), Computer Literature In-
dex, and Higher Education Abstracts. Papers should
be sent as e-mail attachments to eqeditor@educause
.edu. For article submission specifications, see www
.educause.edu/eq/pub-guidelines.asp.
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